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This is one of a series of overview papers that are being prepared to inform discussion
on the preparation of the plan. These overview papers outline the main issues that
have been identified through work on the background papers. They will be amended
and expanded as the discussion and work develops and any comments on omissions
or corrections will be gratefully received.

Background papers are being prepared on the 8 community areas that make up
Neath Port Talbot and on specific themes such as housing. They will be available
from the LDP website www.npt.gov.uk/ldp.

How to contact the LDP team

1. Via the website; www.npt.gov.uk/ldp
2. Via e-mail; ldp@npt.gov.uk
3. by telephone; 01639 686821
4. by letter;

LDP team,
Planning services,
Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council,
The Quays,
Brunel Way,
Baglan Energy Park,
Neath,
SA11 2GG

This document may be available on request in Welsh or in larger type font or other
formats; please contact us.

This paper will cover the themes identified below and summarises the key trends
and issues identified in the spatial background paper for the Dulais Valley:

Population and social profile
Economy and employment
Access to facilities
Minerals, renewable energy and waste facilities

Unless otherwise stated the information is derived from the 2001 Census, either
collected directly from this source, or taken from the neighbourhood profiles produced
in 2008 by NPTCBC.

The Dulais Valley encompasses the three wards of Seven Sisters, Crynant and
Onllwyn. The ward of Onllwyn consists of three separate communities Banwen,
Onllwyn and Dyffryn Cellwen.
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2.1 Population

In 2001 the population in the Dulais Valley was 5129 residents.

Between 2001 and 2005 the population of the Dulais Valley remained fairly static.

In all three wards there is a younger population aged 0-19 and the highest proportion
of residents are aged 50-54.

Closer inspection of the population indicates that in Crynant there are above average
numbers of the population above the age of 75 and in Onllwyn there are above
average numbers aged 50-64 and aged 80+.

2.2 Ethnicity

The Ethnic make up of the wards in the Dulais Valley illustrates that like much of
Neath Port Talbot as a whole, Black and multi-ethnic groups are very much in the
minority.

2.3 Welsh Language

A high percentage of the population, above the age of three, can speak, read or write
Welsh. Levels are highest in Crynant (35.1%), followed by Seven Sisters (29.9%)
and Onllwyn (24.4%).

2.4 Health

Seven Sisters and Onllwyn have an above average percentage of the population
who suffer from a long-term limiting illness and who describe their health as not good
when compared to the Local Authority and the average for Wales. Conversely, in
Crynant the proportion of the population who suffer from a long term limiting illness
is below average and above average numbers describe their health as good.

2.5 Housing

In Seven Sisters and Onllwyn there are lower levels of owner-occupiers with above
average numbers renting property from the Council, or as in the case of Onllwyn,
renting from a Housing Association or Registered Social Landlord.

Conversely, in Crynant there are high numbers of owner occupiers and more one
person households and pensioners living alone.

Between 1996 and 2008 a number of both large and small sites have been developed
in the Dulais Valley. There was a particular boom in housing between 2000 and 2004
with 76 houses on large sites being developed over this time period.

2.6 The Economy and Employment

Seven Sisters and Onllwyn both have lower numbers of economically active people
with higher numbers who are unemployed, looking after home/family or permanently
sick or disabled.
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On the other hand in Crynant there are an above average number of people in
employment and an above average number of people who are retired.

Unemployment rates fluctuated between June 2004 and June 2008, with Seven
Sisters moving from the lowest unemployment rate in the Dulais Valley in June 2004
to having the highest unemployment rate in June 2008. Conversely Crynant, which
had the highest unemployment rate in June 2004, had the lowest unemployment
rate in the Dulais Valley by June 2008. The data also indicates that unemployment
levels in the Dulais Valley rose from June 2007 to June 2008 with all wards having
a higher percentage unemployed than average for Neath Port Talbot and Wales by
June 2008.

In Crynant an above average percentage of the population are employed in
professional occupations, in associate professional and technical roles, in
administrative and secretarial positions and, along with Seven Sisters, in skilled
trades. Conversely, in Onllwyn and Seven Sisters a higher proportion of the population
are employed in Personal Services, as Process plant and machine operators or in
elementary occupations.

In the Dulais Valley above average numbers are employed in mining and quarrying,
especially in Onllwyn. In Crynant and Onllwyn above average numbers are employed
in agriculture, hunting and forestry and in Crynant above average numbers are
employed in financial intermediation, public administration and defence and education.
In Seven Sisters above average numbers are employed in heath and social work
and in Onllwyn more are employed in real estate, renting and business activities.

2.7 Communities First Areas

The Welsh Assembly has developed a long term programme which aims to improve
opportunities and the quality of life of the most disadvantaged communities in Wales.
These communities, Communities First Areas, were identified as they are in the top
10% of the most deprived wards in Wales. The Upper Dulais Valley is one such area
and an Action Plan has been developed, in partnership with the local community on
how improvements can be made in the communities of Seven Sisters and Onllwyn.

2.8 Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation

The Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation 2008 (WIMD) is a national measure which
combines data on income, employment, health, education, access to services,
housing, physical environment and Community Safety in addition to the 2005 Index.
The domains can be combined to calculate an overall deprivation score.

According to the index of multiple deprivation Seven Sisters, Onllwyn and Crynant
are all in the top 50%most deprived wards in Wales in terms of income, employment
and health.

Onllwyn is in the top 25% most deprived wards in Wales overall and in relation to
income, access to services and, along with Seven Sisters, in relation to employment.
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Seven Sisters and Crynant fared worse in terms of health with both wards being in
the top 25% most deprived areas and Seven Sisters was also ranked 14 th in relation
to access to services.
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3.1 Facilities and Services

3.1.1 Retail and banking facilities

The three communities of Crynant, Seven Sisters and Onllwyn are separate and
dispersed throughout the Dulais Valley. Each community has its own shops and
services which help to meet the day-to-day needs of the residents. These facilities
are important as they provide a focus for the community and help to cut traffic and
congestion by reducing the need for people to travel elsewhere to meet their needs.

There are a variety of shops in Crynant, largely located in the centre of the community,
including a Post Office, convenience store, hairdressers, take-away shop, delicatessen
and charity shop. Retail facilities are more limited in Seven Sisters and consist of a
cost cutter, two take-aways and a convenience shop on station road within which
Post Office services are provided. The three communities in Onllwyn are served by
a convenience shop (Premier), a Hairdressers and Post Office.

Outside of the Dulais Valley the nearest shopping centre is either Neath,
Ystradgynlais, or for residents of Onllwyn in particular, Glynneath. All of these centres
offer a wider range of shops and services.

In 2008 there were also two vacant retail premises in Onllwyn and three vacant retail
premises in Crynant and Seven Sisters.

There is a cash machine located in Seven Sisters and Onllwyn, however, both are
located within shops hence they are not available out-of-hours. Limited banking
facilities will be provided at the local Post Offices.

3.1.2 Education

There is a primary school in Crynant, (Creuant Primary School), Dyffryn Cellwen
(Maesmarchog) and in Seven Sisters, (Blaendulais Primary School). The Welsh
language bilingual primary school serving the valley is located in Seven Sisters. The
nearest Comprehensive school is Llangatwg Comprehensive in Cilfrew.

Limited library services are provided in both Crynant and Seven Sisters and all three
wards are also served by the mobile library on a fortnightly basis.

The DOVE workshops located in Banwen is part of Swansea University and offers
a range of adult education classes in addition to running a day nursery, community
café and a branch of the South Wales miners’ library. Classes and courses range
from IT, NVQ in childcare, cooking and language classes. There are also two satellite
centres in the Dulais Valley which offer a restricted number of courses and classes
in Seven Sisters Community Centre and Crynant Community centre.

3.1.3 Health Facilities

Health care provision within Neath Port Talbot is moving from individual GP, dental
and other provision to combined Primary Health Care Facilities. One of the first to
be established in the Borough was the Dulais Valley Primary Care Trust, which serves
the Valley communities, and is located in Nant-y-Cafn to the south of Seven Sisters.
There are a Pharmacy and a Dental Surgery in both Seven Sisters and Crynant.
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3.1.4 Leisure and recreation

There is a golf driving range located to the South of Seven Sisters. Cefn Coed Colliery
Museum is also a well known tourist attraction bringing people in from outside the
area. ‘Call of the wild’ is an outdoor extreme activity organiser based in Seven Sisters
which arranges activities such as mountain biking, clay pigeon shooting and paintball.

There are two pubs in Crynant and one public house in Seven Sisters. Both Crynant
and Banwen have their own RFC and Seven Sisters has a football club. There are
a number of churches, community centres and community halls in each ward in the
Dulais Valley. A police and fire station are also located in Seven Sisters.

The Dulais Valley Partnership, which works to find solutions to the social and
economic deprivation in the Dulais Valley, operates from Seven Sisters and Dove
Workshops, a community education centre, is located in the community of Banwen,
Onllwyn.

The small community of Tre-forgan at the northern end of Crynant does not have
any services or facilities and would rely on Crynant for these facilities.

3.1.5 Open countryside and sports facilities

There are areas of Countryside Rights of Way land surrounding Crynant and Seven
Sisters which include areas of forest and common land. These areas are well linked
to the built up area by the footpath and bridleway network. Access to open countryside
is slightly more limited in areas of Onllwyn although there are areas of woodland to
the south of the ward, accessible from Banwen, and areas of common/open access
land to the north of Onllwyn.

In addition, St Illtyd’s Walk, a National Trust long distance path, runs through Crynant
providing links to the Swansea and Neath Valleys.

Despite the variety of sports facilities available in Onllwyn and Crynant, in relation
to the population size, there is a slight deficit in the provision of outdoor sports facilities
when compared with the standards set out in the Unitary Development Plan. On the
other hand Seven Sisters is well served outdoor sports pitches.

There are a number of children’s play areas in the Dulais Valley (three in Onllwyn
and Seven Sisters and one in Crynant) and the three wards are well served by
informal recreation with the majority of the population having access to appropriate
sites.

Assessment of individual ward areas can suggest that there is sufficient or inadequate
provision compared with the standards in the UDP, however, when considering these
results it is necessary to take into account that some areas may be served by facilities
in nearby wards. Preparation of the LDP provides an opportunity to consider whether
the provision serving communities is sufficient or can still be improved.
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3.2 Highways and Access to a private car

The number of residents in the Dulais Valley who do not own a car is similar to that
of the County Borough average with only Seven Sisters having a slightly higher
percentage of the population without access to a car or van.

3.3 Travel to work

As a result of people increasingly commuting or travelling further to reach jobs,
shopping, leisure and entertainment the lack of access to a car and dependency on
the availability of public transport can become more of an issue and in some cases
lead to social isolation.

81.2% of people in Crynant travel to work by car with correspondingly lower levels
of public transport usage and numbers walking/cycling to work. This may be because
nearly 73% of the population work further than 5km from where they live.

Seven Sisters and Onllwyn both have higher numbers who walk/cycle to work or
utilise public transport. In Seven Sisters this may be because approximately 25% of
employment opportunities are within 5km of where people live although 37.48% of
the population have to travel between 10 and 20km to work. Travels to work figures
in Onllwyn are more dispersed, however, there are high numbers travelling 5-30km
away.

Nearly 60% of the population of Crynant within the County Borough with a further
23% working in neighbouring Swansea. In Onllwyn and Seven Sisters the majority
of the population work within the County Borough, followed by Swansea and then
Powys.

3.4 Public transport

From Monday-Saturday an hourly bus service to Neath and Swansea (running from
06:30 to 21:55) serves the Dulais Valley communities. An hourly bus service also
operates on a Sunday from 10:05 to 19:05. Veolia operates an hourly service from
Crynant to Ystradgynlais with the first service departing Crynant at 09:26 and the
last service departing at 18:26.

In addition college service (907) serves Onllwyn, Banwen, Seven Sisters and Crynant
and the Dulais Valley Partnership operates a community transport scheme.
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4.1 Mineral and aggregate resources

The Dulais Valley (along with the Neath Valley) is part of the stronghold for the coal
industry within the County Borough. The coal resources (anthracite) to the north of
the Authority are recognised of being of high quality and the coal has been mined
extensively within the area for many years and has contributed significantly to the
creation and sustenance of many of the valley communities.

A total of six opencast sites are located on the hillsides above the settlements of
Nant y Cafn and Seven Sisters – their current status being:

Darrell: coaling completed / restored / in its 3 rd year of aftercare;
Nant y Cafn: coaling completed / restored / aftercare ending in April 2010;
Ynysdawley: coaling completed / restored / aftercare to commence in October
2008;
Brynteg: coaling / restoration / aftercare completed;
Nant Melyn: coaling completed / restoration underway; and
Nant Hir: coaling / restoration completed / aftercare to commence shortly.

Two deep mines also exist – Dan-yr-Graig Colliery & Nant Hir Small Mine.

4.2 Renewable Energy

Consent was granted in 2007 for a 37MV wind farm between Seven Sisters, Onllwyn
and Glynneath. There is some scope for further development with the Authority’s
Wind Turbine Interim Planning Guidance.

4.3 Waste

There are no waste treatment or disposal facilities located in the Dulais Valley.
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According to the Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation Seven Sisters, Crynant and
Onllwyn fall within the 25% least deprived wards in Wales in terms of physical
environment. The indicators that are used to measure physical environment are: air
quality, air emissions, flood risk and proximity to waste disposal and industrial sites.

5.1 Air Quality and Noise Pollution

These do not appear to be a problem.

5.2 SSSIs and areas of nature conservation

There is a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) at Gorsllwyn in Onllwyn which
covers an area of 38.76ha.

5.3 Built Heritage

There are a number of listed buildings in the Dulais Valley, the majority of which are
located in Crynant, while the Roman Fort ancient monument is located north of
Onllwyn.
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